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ICA-Belgium Annual Activity Report 2020

2020 was a very challenging year for ICA-Belgium. As everyone 
else, we too had to cancel or postpone all our planned events, 
some of them at the very last moment. We hoped that the end 
of the year would bring a more favourable situation and lower 
numbers related to Covid-19. We were very much looking forward 
to the collaboration with Design Museum Gent and the workshop 
we were preparing for their exhibition Kleureyck: Van Eyck’s 
Colours in Design. Nevertheless, only a few weeks before the 
workshop in November, the museum, following the regulations 
in Belgium, had to close its doors and cancel all the programs, in 
the fight against the virus.  

Inspired by many other organisations, we embraced the power 
and possibility of online events and decided to launch a series of 
online Colour Talks, starting with International Colour Day on the 
21st of March 2021, followed by three more in April, May and June, 
to be continued in the autumn.

We also plan to organise Colour Walks, thus moving our events 
to the outdoors, exploring the colour in the city as well as in 
nature in smaller groups, in line with the Covid-19 related health 
regulations. 

Meet the Artist Studio visits are something we very much hope 
to be able to get back to as well, the first one is planned for the 
autumn.

We hope all those can become a source of inspiration and a way 
to recharge, meet and collaborate, in this difficult period.

Maja Kaurin, VP ICA-Belgium
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AGENDA 2021

as of March 2021

International Colour Day 

Online from Belgium - 21 March 2021, 10h-12h CET

Sunday Morning ICA-Belgium Colour Talks 

10h-11h CET 25 April 2021, 30 May 2021, 27 June 2021

Meet the Artist 

Studio visit with Philippe Leblanc - September 2021

Workshop 

Who’s afraid of red, yellow and blue? Perception, Interaction, 
Meaning - autumn 2021
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REPORTS BY ICA-Belgium MEMBERS

Our members didn’t give up in the face of difficulties caused 
by the Covid pandemics. We wish to celebrate their resilience, 
ingenuity, good will and perseverance by highlighting the work 
and future plans of some of them.

Alain Huet
chromapicture.com

ChromaPicture is a colour analysis system that 
quantifies the colours in an image and displays the 
statistics in two ways: on the chromatic circle and in 
clusters in L*a*b* space.

Indices are calculated: the extent of the palette (number 
of colours), chromatic dispersion (average distance 
of the identified colours from the average colour of 
the image) and chromatic complementarity (based on 
opposite colours on the chromatic circle).

1,500 works (from Antiquity to modern art) were 
analyzed and published on the website chromapicture.
com.

Two examples illustrate the system: Antoon van 
Dyck, “Charles I on the hunt” (limited palette, no 
complementary colours) and Vincent Van Gogh, “Cafe 
terrace at night” (contrasts and complementary colours).

The algorithm is described on the website and visitors 
can analyze their own images online.
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REPORTS BY ICA-Belgium MEMBERS

Felix A. D’Haeseleer

The Spring Séminaire de couleurs 
had to be postponed till Summer, al 
fresco; the Fall one and an extra one, 
in English, happened as scheduled 
be it for a few instructive didactic 
challenges for the second work 
session of each of them. The few 
hours of the color course I still teach 
at La Cambre also took place live. For 
the Brussels Architectural Heritage 
day, I gave a presentation of the 
NCS Color Atlas on the terrace of a 
remarkable brutalist building. 

My research on Andreas Kornerup’s 
Advanced Ink Mixing System (1967) 
made a big jump ahead. This stunning 
scarce book on color will be the 
subject of a public presentation here 
in my library or wherever I am invited. 

From my den, I could attend several 
interesting conferences all over the 
world that I couldn’t have afforded to 
attend live. In retrospect, I have been 
very lucky with the unpredictable 
see-saw health regulations because 
I can only teach color perception 
live; hence I am also grateful to the 
weather forecasters, for I often taught 
outside this past year not having to 
worry about the right artificial lighting 
either.

leseminairedecouleurs.wordpress.com
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Vinciane Lacroix
www.vincianelacroix.net

Happy colorful year to all! 

My challenge was to publish 21 articles, each one addressing a different color 
issue. First, the scientific aspect is considered, then works from old masters and 
contemporary artists are analyzed. Finally, a call for action encourages the reader 
to address the issue by himself, as I do too. 17 challenges have been published so far 
(www.vincianelacroix.net/category/defi/). For example, challenge #7 is devoted to the 
color palette at dawn and dusk with inspiration from Whistler, Degouve de Nuncques 
or Karin Hanssen among others. 

The plan for 2021? Translating all the articles in English (color-time.net) and 
publishing a series on “Teaching colors” on both blogs, in English and French. I count 
on your participation. More information via color-time.net/call-for-participation.

REPORTS BY ICA-Belgium MEMBERS

Challenge #7 Arcachon Bay at dusk (© V. Lacroix) 
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Caroline Dujardin
www.carolinedujardin.net

For the past ten years, I have designed, 
developed and delivered a training course (in 
French) on colour for colour practitioners, 
amateur or professional artists and teachers 
in the arts education sector. 

This training course Seeing, speaking and 
practising colour (in 5 modules) covers the 
theoretical and practical basics of using 
colour. Specific aspects of colour practice 
that are of concern to visual artists and 
professionals confronted with the choice of 
colours and colour advice are developed and 
tested in four more specialised modules.

In 2020, I proposed a conference theme 
Colour in the work of Van Eyck followed by a 
colour research workshop.

In addition, I also offer another course 
Colour, Space and Habitat, which deals 
with the theoretical and practical aspects 
of colour in space and architecture. I am 
currently working (for 2021) on this training 
to develop it for architects and interior 
design professionals.



8

REPORTS BY ICA-Belgium MEMBERS

María Boto Ordóñez
laboratorium.bio

2020

Participation in the exhibition Kleureyck. Van Eyck’s Colours in Design. Design 
Museum Gent, Belgium. 

designmuseumgent.be/agenda/kleureyck
Participation in Design Dialogues. Design x Colour. Design Museum Gent, Belgium. 
designmuseumgent.be/agenda/design-colour
Beginning of the new research project Ecology of Color in collaboration with the 
designer Heleen Sintobin funded by the Arts Research Fund of University College 
Ghent.

Microalgae Awards 2020 Wild Card Category Silver Medallist with the project Clean 
Colour: Sustainable printing by transforming waste streams into colourful microalgae 
pigments. bestmicroalgaeawards.org/uncategorized/best-microalgae-awards-
congratulates-winners/

2021

Future forms of beauty: Structural colors. Awarded project by the Research Chair 
on Beauty studies PSL-L’Oréal. psl.eu/en/news/future-forms-beauty-two-awarded-
projects-called-launched-research-chair-beauty-studies
Participation in the exhibition Colors, etc. Lille 3000, Lille (France). lille3000.eu/
portail/evenements/colors
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... to all the ICA-Belgium members who submitted their reports. 
We are always happy to hear from you and share your stories 
and news about your work in our newsletters, website and social 
media.

Get in touch with us through ica@ica-belgium.org

We thank all our members, friends and supporters for their trust, 
cooperation and many valuable initiatives. ICA-Belgium is a non-
profit organisation run entirely by volunteers. Your contribution 
helps to keep it alive.

Jeannette Hanenburg 
Inez Michiels 
Maja Kaurin 
An Truyens

ICA-Belgium vzw
Koningin Astridlaan 1
2070 Burcht-Antwerpen
ica@ica-belgium.org
www.ica-belgium.org

Thank you


